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What Does Your State Report?

Introduce yourself – name, state, agency/system/institution

What kind of dual enrollment data reporting does your state do already, 
if you know?

What is one thing you like or dislike about your current data reporting 
system for dual enrollment?



Why Reporting Dual Enrollment Data Matters

Addressing the Equity Imperative – The first step to closing gaps in equity 
of access and success in dual enrollment is understanding where those 
gaps are, and how big they are.

Designing Policy Interventions to Address Areas of Need – With data on 
access and success, particularly when disaggregated by student 
demographic, we can design policy interventions specifically focused on 
closing gaps.

Improve Student Access and Success to Dual Enrollment – Dual 
enrollment data collection and reporting serves to improve access and 
success for students.



Why Can’t National Data Fill This Need?

It’s Not Great – National data sets for dual enrollment access are either 
very old (NCES 2009 cohort) or have significant data quality issues (OCR 
data set.)

It’s Fairly Limited – We are limited to snapshots in time for NCES, and in 
the OCR data set we are limited to only looking at access by certain 
demographics (no low income student participation data, for example.)

It Cannot be Tailored to State Needs – Ultimately, there are specific data 
points that might be most relevant to a particular state that would not be 
captured in a national data analysis.



OCR Data Issues Explained – Colorado ExampleOCR 2017-2018

CDE & CDHE Concurrent Enrollment Report 
2017-2018

…even accounting for denominator 
differences of grade levels included, 
that’s a BIG disparity!



Three Types of State Dual Enrollment Reporting

ESSA Report Cards – Many state report cards include some measure of 
dual enrollment participation, though these are often subsumed within 
larger meta-indicators.

State Data Dashboards – Several state data dashboards include data on 
dual enrollment participation and success at the individual district and 
school level.

Annual, Periodic or One-Time Dual Enrollment Reports – A number of 
states produce or have produced specific reports looking at dual 
enrollment access and success.



Why States Need All Three – ESSA Report Cards

Advantage – Provides a high-level overview of dual enrollment data, 
suitable for most audiences.

Advantage – Updated annually by law, providing a consistent mechanism 
through which to access this data.

Disadvantage – If a state uses a meta-indicator for college and career 
readiness, it is very difficult to understand the impact of dual enrollment 
specifically.



Why States Need All Three – Dashboards

Advantage – Provides data on district and individual school level, 
disaggregated by student demographics to allow for development of 
targeted interventions.

Advantage – Allows local stakeholders to understand specific access and 
success gaps in their local school(s)

Disadvantage – When used in isolation without being paired with 
statewide data through a report or report card, it can be difficult to 
understand statewide trends



Why States Need All Three – Periodic Dual Enrollment Reports

Advantage – Allows the state to communicate to stakeholders a wide 
range of access and success data for dual enrollment, disaggregated by 
student demographics

Advantage – States can adopt an experimental research design for their 
data to support rigorously tested results

Disadvantage – Requires ongoing political commitment and resources to 
produce the report, unless mandated by law



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – Questions to Ask

Who is the intended audience?

What will the state do with its reporting?

Why is the state wanting to report data on college in high school 
program access and success?



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Disaggregation between advanced coursework types

States should report any data examining advanced coursework options in 
the state as a whole disaggregated by type of advanced coursework. 

For example, data on Advanced Placement and dual enrollment should be 
reported separately to understand the student impact of each type of 
advanced coursework individually. They should not be reported as one 
combined metric.



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Example: 

The Minnesota Department of Education’s report to the legislature on 
rigorous course-taking explicitly breaks down AP, IB, on campus dual 
enrollment, and concurrent enrollment.

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE074233&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Clear definitions of dual enrollment program types

Each state uses different terms to describe college in high school 
programs, and different terms may have different applications from state-
to-state. Clear definitions of program types included in the reporting 
mechanism are essential.

Definitions should include location of instruction (e.g. in high school, on 
college campus), type of instructor (e.g. postsecondary faculty, high 
school instructor), & type of credit earned (e.g. both high school and 
college credit, college credit only etc.)



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Example: 

The Colorado Department of 
Education and Higher 
Education’s joint annual 
report on Concurrent 
Enrollment for school year 
2018-2019 includes a 
definitions page defining 
program types and important 
terms used in the report.

https://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/Reports/Enrollment/FY2019/2019_Concurrent_Enrollment_Sep_2020.pdf


Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Participation data disaggregated by student demographics

States should report data on participation in college in high school 
programs by student demographics to understand size and scope of 
existing equity gaps

Should include race, gender, socioeconomic status, disability status, & 
English language learner status 



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Example: 

The Louisiana Board of 
Regents’ 2021 Annual Dual 
Enrollment Report includes 
participation data by gender, 
race, socioeconomic status, 
and disability status (though 
not English language learners.)

https://regents.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-DE-Annual-Report-2018-19-School-Year-Edited.pdf


Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Example: 

The Florida State Report Card includes dual enrollment participation data 
broken down by race, gender, students with disabilities, and English 
language learners compared to student enrollment as a whole.

https://edudata.fldoe.org/ReportCards/Schools.html?school=0000&district=00


Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Student success data, also disaggregated by student demographic.

Access to college in high school programs is not sufficient to ensure 
student success; students must also pass the courses as well. It is essential 
to understand not just how many students are participating in these 
experiences but how many are passing the courses and accumulating 
college credit. 

Student success data should, to the extent practicable, also be 
disaggregated by student demographics to understand equity gaps in 
program success.



Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – What to Include

Example: 

Maine’s Public Universities’ 2020 Early College Report includes data on 
course completion, college persistence, and degree completion.

https://www.maine.edu/students/early-college/early-college-report/


Improving Dual Enrollment Data Reporting – Other 
Considerations

Participation & success data disaggregated by additional student 
demographics

Disaggregation by multiple student demographics, e.g. race and gender or 
race and student economic status

Data on the type of course experiences that students are participating in

Cost savings or return on investment information

Applying an experimental design to the data



A Side Note on State Report Cards

Most state ESSA report cards use meta-indicators that will report college 
and career readiness demonstrated by multiple avenues (e.g. taking dual 
enrollment, passing an AP exam, scoring above a certain level on ACT.)

These meta-indicators are functionally useless to the dual enrollment 
community in understanding the impact that dual enrollment plays on the 
meta-indicator, because most states do not disaggregate between the 
different components of the meta-indicator.

In addition, most state report cards provide only limited disaggregation of 
student demographics for advanced coursework in their report cards. 



The Most Impactful Dual Enrollment Reporting Will…

Understand its purpose & audience

Use clear language

Be regularly updated, ideally annually

Supply clear definitions for dual enrollment program type, and disaggregates 
between different types of advanced coursework (e.g. AP and IB) where 
applicable

Provide clear information on student access and success metrics

Clearly demonstrate gaps in equity of access and success disaggregated by 
student demographics



Discussion Questions

What would you like your state’s dual enrollment reporting to include?

What challenges are preventing you from being able to include that 
information?

What support do you need to improve your state’s dual enrollment data 
collection and reporting?



Three Key Takeaways

Examine your state’s report card, dashboard, and any dual enrollment 
state report to understand what information is being reported currently. 
We can help!

Determine whether your state is reporting dual enrollment data 
disaggregated by gender, race, socioeconomic status, disability status, and 
English language learner status.

If there are gaps in reporting, ask your data managers – is there 
information on dual enrollment participation and success being collected 
that is not being reported? Some of that data may already exist.



STAY IN TOUCH

alex.perry@flpadvisors.com

kwashington@dataqualityca
mpaign.org

(202) 431 – 7221 collegeinhighschool.org

http://www.dataqualitycamp
aign.org/ 


